CHAPTER
ARE THE JEWS A NATION?

I

THE Jews have hud a unique history, different in
its whole course from the history of any other
people, and embodying experiences in many ways
different from those of any other group of human
beings- It was bound to produce unique results*
It was practically the same for all Jews* All Jews
are its heirs. The influence it exerted all Jews must
feelj just as in its achievements all Jews must glory.
The history of the Jews in its details and in its entirety
is part of the life of the Jews. And Jt explains in a
large measure the distinctive features in that life*

In Biblical times the Jews were a nation, and until
the year 586 B.C* their history was like that of many
other small peoples of antiquity* It varied only in
that the country which the Jews Inhabited, lying on
the road between two powerful empires, was often
the cockpit of their imperial ambitions* It was an
ancient Belgium between Egypt and whatever nation